A 21-year-old man was admitted to hospital for severe nephrotic syndrome (proteinuria \> 30 g/24 h) and acute renal failure. Renal biopsy showed segmental focal glomerulosclerosis and tubular cell necrosis, which we interpreted as secondary to hypovolaemia and renal ischaemia. Mitotic tubular cells ([Figure 1](#F1){ref-type="fig"}) indicated incipient tubular regeneration, and renal function recovered in the following 2 weeks. Tubular cell regeneration was first demonstrated by Camillo Golgi (1843--1926), the discoverer of the omonymous apparatus, in the autopsy of a patient with Bright\'s disease who died of pneumonia 40 days after the appearance of renal symptoms \[[@R1]\]. The original drawing by Golgi showing mitotic tubular cells ([Figure 2](#F2){ref-type="fig"}) documents his impressive skills in the art of reproducing histopathological pictures in the pre-microphotograph era.

![Microphotography showing mitosis of two tubular renal epithelial cells (magnification 1000x).](sfm007fig1){#F1}

![Original drawing by Camillo Golgi showing extensive tubular regeneration in a case of Bright's disease.](sfm007fig2){#F2}
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